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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MEXICO 10358 232210Z 
ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO INT-05 COME-OO CG-00 DOTE-OO 
SMI-01 SSO-OO L-03 /027 W 

033060 232305Z/14 

O232210Z JUN78 

FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1021 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MEXICO 10358 

PASS OIF/NMFS/NOAA/DOC 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, MX 

SUBJECT: INTERIOR DEPT FOR RESTORATION OF ATLANTIC RIDLEY 
TURTLE 

REF: (A) COMDT COGARD-061942Z APR 78 (B) COMDT COGARD 
112222Z - APR 78. 

ON SUBJECT AND REFTELS EMBASSY TRANSMITTED REFTEL TO GOM 
FONOFF REQUESTING CLEARANCE FOR COGARD TO PICK UP 
RIDLEY TURTLE EGGS ACCORDING TO PLAN. 

UP TO APRIL 23, 78 FONOFF HAD NOT PROVIDED CLEARANCE 
PENDING AUTHORIZATION FROM MINISTRY OF DEFENSE, WHICH WAS 
EXPECTED FORTHCOMING ANY TIME. EMBASSY RFA REPEATEDLY 
NOTIFIED U.S. DEPT COMMERCE AND INTERIOR OFFICIALS TO WAIT 
FOR CLEARANCE BEFORE TAKING ANY ACTION ON EGG TRANSPOR 
TATION. 

ON APRIL 23, RFA NOTIFIED BY NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES 
SERVICE (NMFS) REGIONAL OFFICE ST. PETERSBURG THAT TEXAS 
PARKS AND WILDLIFE HAD SENT STATE AIRCRAFT TO RANCHO NUEVO 
AND PICKED UP RIDLEY TURTLE EGGS. IN VIEW OF POSSIBLE 
ADVERSE REPERCUSSION ARISING FROM UNAUTHORIZED PICK OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MEXICO 10358 232210Z 

EGGS EMBASSY REQUESTS DEPT TO URGE AGENCIES CONCERNED NOT 
TO PROCEED WITH SECOND PHASE OF TURTLE PICK UP UNTIL 
OFFICIAL SANCTION GIVEN BY GOM FONOFF. 

IT IS OBVIOUS THAT TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE ACTION MAY 
HAVE CONSIDERABLE ADVERSE EFFECTS ON FUTURE FORMAL OR 
INFORMAL COOPERATIVE RESEARCH PROJECTS. THOMPSON 
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